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In the field of curriculum development, backward-mapping curriculum development has become
quite popular in recent years. In this model, the process for curriculum development is to a)
develop standards for students to master b) design assessments that will measure if students have
mastered the designated standards c) create learning opportunities for students to learn the skills
targeted by the assessments. Once this is done, data from the assessments should inform the next
iteration of curriculum development.

It is this model we have followed in the development of this guide. To explain, prior to launching
the JSAT Level 8 High School Placement Exam in November of 2019, our first step at CoJDS
was to develop a set of standards that an eighth-grade student should be expected to master after
several years of learning in a Jewish day school. These standards were developed in partnership
with over sixty Jewish Day Schools across North America. Now, after two years and over 4,000
students who have taken the JSAT Level 8 exam, we have data indicating which of these
standards Jewish day school students find easier to master and which they find to be more
challenging. As such, we feel the time is right to move on to the third step of curriculum
development, which is to create learning opportunities that will help students master the
standards covered by the exam. To be clear, our intention is not to “teach to the test”. Rather, our
intention is to genuinely help students develop the skills needed to become independent lifelong
learners of Chumash and other subjects commonly taught as part of a standard Jewish day school
Judaic Studies curriculum.

Based on the data (which is publicly available on our website), we have decided to begin with
the Chumash Skills section of the exam, and in particular, to target those standards labeled as
“Decoding Skills”. These standards target the skills students need to translate a posuk of
Chumash with accuracy. Therefore, in the pages that follow, students will find on each page

a) the designated standard b) a brief outline explaining the details to be aware of regarding the
standard c¢) a summary that shows students the “patterns to look for” regarding the standard.
Considering our desire to prevent information overload, each standard does not take up more
than one page of explanation and does not go into more detail than we felt necessary. Or in other
words, our aim is not to cover every “exception to the rule” but rather to provide further clarity
regarding what students are expected to know, including some exceptions to a general rule when
needed.

For those students who would like practice questions, we have launched a new website with over
six hundred practice questions that target the standards listed in this guide. In addition, the
platform has a Chumash Vocabulary practice section. For more information regarding the
platform or how to purchase access, please visit our website at cojds.org. We expect that the data
gleaned from the JSAT Level 8 Hight School Placement exam will inform the continued
development of this platform and any guides we may issue in the future. In addition, we hope
that our efforts will lead to a measurable improvement of student achievement scores in this
critical area of Jewish study.

Rabbi Tzvi Daum
CoJDS / Curricular Initiatives

Consortium of Jewish Day Schools Chumash Decoding Skills Guide
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JSAT Level 8 — Chumash Decoding Skills Standards 1-19

Standard 01: Student can identify the three letter W% of a word.

Standard 02: Student can identify the three letter W% of a word even when one letter of the W
is absent.

Standard 03a: Student can identify if a noun, pronoun, or adjective is singular or plural.

Standard 03b: Student can identify if a singular (non-numeric) noun, pronoun, or adjective is
masculine or feminine.

Standard 03c: Student can identify if a plural (non-numeric) noun, pronoun, or adjective is
masculine or feminine.

Standard 03d: Student can identify if a number is masculine or feminine.

Standard 04: Student can determine the appropriate agreement form between a noun or pronoun
and its (non-numeric) modifier e.g. NX13 m0a / 710 0¥a / niPIT3 Wy / 9IT) UK.

Standard 05: Student can determine the appropriate agreement form between a noun and its
numeric modifier e.g. DY WY / Niay nwow / nOR WK /08 UK.

Standard 06: Student can translate the prefixes of 292 Wh when they appear with nouns e.g.
07%N7 ,07%M0.

Standard 07: Student can translate a combined or contracted prefix e.g. W'X7) or N’22 (7+2 = 2).
Standard 08: Student can translate a 2393 X" e.g. m1%n = to Egypt.

Standard 09: Student can translate Hebrew numbers from
1-999,999 e.g. 127 = vay) o™y nxn.

Standard 10: Student can translate two nouns that appear n12°n92 e.g. Y79 2¥ N7 = e n°3,
AR1> 2W ooINT = A0T IX.

Standard 11a: Student can translate singular nouns attached to a possessive suffix e.g.
AL T

Standard 11b: Student can translate plural nouns attached to a possessive suffix e.g. ,7°77 ,73°7
ox°7.

Standard 12: Student can translate prepositions attached to a pronominal suffix e.g. 1%y ,932 ,°2
A

Standard 13: Student can translate a Yy9/9p verb in the past tense e.g. "Ry 7MY , Y.
Standard 14: Student can translate a Yy9/%p verb in the future tense e.g. yn¥1 ,ynwx.

Standard 15a: Student can translate a word that has a 71873 " from 7°ny to 22y.

Standard 15b: Student can translate a word that has a 71973 " from "2y to 7°ny.

Standard 16: Student can translate a S¥9/p verb in the present tense e.g. Y / MY R,
Standard 17: Student can translate a y9/%p verb in the form of a command (*»%) e.g. * W

Standard 18: Student can translate a Yy9/2p verb in the form of an infinitive (1ip») e.g. (V19) ¥7
n77 /.

Standard 19: Student can translate a Sy9/%p verb attached to a pronominal suffix e.g. 72
WA AT

|
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JSAT L8 Standard 01: Student can identify the three letter V7% of a word.

In brief: The root of a word in Hebrew is known as its wq%. A w7 (or 0¥y o¥') generally
consists of three letters from which various other related words can be derived. Therefore, the
first step in translating any Hebrew word is to first identify its w¥.

Note: A Hebrew word can have four “parts”. a) Prefix letters (n°°17n) are those letters that
appear in a word before the letters of the Wq%. b) The letters of the w9 (root). ¢) Suffix letters
(ni*oio) are those letter that appear in a word after the W. d) Infix letters (n1°99In) are those
letters that appear in a word between the letters of the w7¥. For example, in the word "o°71273"
(the speech/words), the 77 is a prefix, the ¥ is .71.2.7, the 0’ is a suffix and the 1 is an infix.

Tip: As a rule, only the letters "2%32) 10°X nwh" can be a prefix, and of those, only the letters
1"1°7%0 can be a suffix. Thus, any other letters are certainly part of the W% (although these letters
can be part of the W% as well). Or put another way, the letters 1"¥7 p"20 ¥"17 0" will always be
part of the W ¥ although again, there might be some additional letters as well. In general, the
letters 77 and 1 are the letters that are most commonly added to a word.

The most commonly added letters
Prefixes N LILA L5, ,9,00,01 90, ,RY 1,0, ,3 LK nivonn
Suffixes 0,20 ,°0 L, ,0 ,N 0,71 ,7,32 .82 ,7,8°.,1,01,1,3,3 n*pie
Infixes n,o,a,m nivepImn

Below is a list of words which all contain the three letters of the W% in various patterns.
Hopefully, this will help you gain a sense of where a ¥% might be “hiding” in a word. After you
go through the rest of the standards, you will undoubtedly have a better sense of which letters in
a word are most likely to be prefixes, suffixes, or infixes. But, for now, try identifying %% of
words you already know. The next standard will deal with words where not all letters of the w1
are present.

The pattern to look for: Try to find three root letters in a word (i.e. not prefixes, suffixes or
infixes).

NADIRG) ,AMAW) 0133 , 27 ,apNWR) ,niNiTa 2030 ,NRWE 0 RYTT ,o0RTRI RPN
SRR IAVT ,0aN7W 1PTH 0221, DaRN YRwn 0apn ,TPen ,10)) o0 waam niaion
0273107 0INE YW APNR DN A0 T8 0TON 01280 2102 mYRan iRom
JDIWY o TRin 10aWs 0 NAT NPT PWIR  TINON P20 0D 19277
903,20 AWPan AR 00NV 20002 1338 00D TWRI RI7 102,720 i TR
,0R73Y , APWI ,AY0IY 0370 ,n73T 1273 1IN ,n;’zin 0221 ,niTI 0T oy ,a‘n_gxy‘;

MANM ANHAA 1280 1573Y

Consortium of Jewish Day Schools 2 Chumash Decoding Skills Guide
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JSAT L8 Standard 02: Student can identify the three letter 9% of a word even when one
letter of the w¥ is absent.

In brief: The letters most likely to be missing are 7,3,%,%, and the % of np®.

Tip: a) The 1 often drops when it is the first letter of the W¥. For example, the W% of the word
"RP" or "RPY" is X.v.1., and the WV of the word "wo" and "v®>" is .¥.0.1. b) When the middle
letter of the ¥¥ is 1 or » (letters that tend to serve as vowels) they often go missing. For example,
the W% of the word "op21" is n.1.p., and the ¥ ¥ of the word "mn" is n.°.w., and the w1 of the
X2 1s .X.1.2. ¢) A 77 will often go missing when it is the third letter of the w¥%. Thus, for example,
1.X.7. will become °nX7, and 71.1.p. will become an°1p ,70°17 ,’n1p, etc. Even when attached to a
prefix, the 7 might drop. For example, %y will become 2y, and 732 will become 127, etc. d) If

the last two letters of the W% are identical, one of them might drop out as well.

Important: Other places where it is common for a letter of the ¥t to be missing is the 7 of
n.p.2., the 7 of .7.5.1. This is demonstrated in the phrase "7?) np" where the % of .n.p.% and 11 of
7.2.17. are missing despite being in the first position of the W %. Another typical example is the
word np or nn? which is actually from the W% of 103, and both 0°311 are missing.

The pattern to look for: A letter of the w9 often drops if —
a) A 1 or v is the first letter of the ww. For example,
A0/ P/ N2/ 00/ 2.0/ 003/ A0/ 0T A/ DAl

WON <WO/ PO < PO/ AT < VT JWIN < WAM/ WA < WA/ PIn < PI
WO <UD/ IDY < N/ YN < pwo/ nR? <R/ RN < KW/ 5Bm < Ha.m
R AV R RVE S AV ARV S-RVE A A

IRY < IRV, / RY < KL /KRR < RL3/Tom < To.m /92 <520/ npT < npT,/ PIR < PI.R
1UWn <1aW,n/3W < W,/ AWK < 2WX/ 30V < 02w/ R <RI/ R¥M < KRR

b) The middle letter of the w9’ is Y or >. - For example,
ANV RN -RR VSRV R VI RN VERS VI RR-VE-RS VI AV -V RAVI RS VN BY-;

90m <7,0M/ O3 < O/ ANR < TN/ TR < TR/ W3 < g/ 8Ip < Ram
AW <°nDW /0wn <12wn / PIm < Pom/ 0 < 0o/ anp <anp/ o <ony
¢) It is the ® of .1.p.5, the 77 of .2.%.77, or the final 1 of .2.n.2. - For example,
T8 < To_X/AMpR <MPN /NP < NP,/ MR < NP,/ NRN) < NP1 / TR < NPUX
A7 <n N/ Tom < To.m/ T2 <103/ 0323 <203/ 77 < To, /3 <

d) The last letter of the @ is a ;7 or the last two letters of the ¥ are doubled.
/.aam/.2.8.0/.0.9.0/ 0.2/ a0/ 0.0/ awy/ gan/ a0/ sy /AN ey /s
SR

PN <19 /AT <LRT/NIRT? < M_RTD /R <RI/ WP < _wpm /12n < 33
<9/ UN < _u/niane < m_3Me / ningy <m_nwh/ pwn < _nwm/nivip <m_5y

PN < D’PPTI /93T <77/ 200 < 300/ 90m < _nm/omIp < mUip /oi8 <ov o

|
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JSAT L8 Standard 03a: Student can identify if a noun, pronoun, or adjective is singular or
plural.

In brief: In Hebrew, plural nouns, pronouns, and adjectives generally have a 2. or ni suffix. For
example, the noun 777 means “king”. To indicate more than one king, the suffix o> (a p>°1
under the last letter of the ¥ followed by a o°) is added to to the root .2.5.1n to form "o*5%n"
which means “kings”. Likewise, the noun "y&" means “land”. To indicate more than one land,
the suffix ni is added to the root .x.7.% to form "nix7X" — lands.

Note: On occasion, the M suffix will not be spelled out completely. For example, the word ri%p is
plural despite the “missing” 1. Similarly, the 2°. is sometimes not written out completely as the o
can drop out and the »7°17 changes to >3°X. This occurs in M>1Y form (see Standard 10). For
example, in the phrase "287%” °12", the word *32 which is plural and means “the sons (of)”. The
phrase ">%7%° *12" is a shortened form of "8 W 0°123".

Important: Although the form for plural nouns is 2> (e.g. 2°732) be aware that there is a “dual
form” which is used for “pairs” or “sets” of two. For example, while the word "0°98" means
“thousands”, the word 2’87% however specifically means 2,000 (i.e. a pair of thousands). Words
like @2218n ,0°72 ,0°087 ,07ys ,00Y all follow this dual pattern and convey the meaning of a “pair”
or “set”.

The pattern to look for: A word is plural if —
a) 0°.— 07 ,0°Y ,0°732,0°727 ,07 ,0%? ,2°WIR (also in dual form o> . — 2°3W ,0°00% ,0mY ,aMm).

b) ni — nin ,nivn NNy ,NIR>23,n1072 ,NiNg2 ,ni12 ,niax (also with defective spelling ,n%n ,n3p ,n%)
nvav).

¢) °. (a ¥ under the last letter before a * in M>7Y) — translates as “plural of”. For example, e.g.
77,0937 ,0T32 0030 099,92 0K T Y.

Consortium of Jewish Day Schools 4 Chumash Decoding Skills Guide
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JSAT L8 Standard 03b: Student can identify if a singular (non-numeric) noun, pronoun, or
adjective is masculine or feminine.

In brief: All non-numeric singular nouns or adjectives can be assumed masculine unless they
end in 71, (e.g. 71272), a n (e.g. N?5/N373), are a body part that comes in pairs (e.g. 737 ,1°Y), are
inherently feminine (e.g. 2°¥3 ,X°7) as well as the words 7% or 7°y. Be aware that words ending
in 71, are masculine (e.g. Y1 or A7Y).

Important: It should be noted that despite the rules cited above, there are known exceptions. For
example, w93 ,277 ,7%2 , WX ,128 are feminine despite their lack of a feminine ending and ,n’ ,n72
7272 ,nn are masculine despite their feminine looking ending. Also, Wy ,mn ,mgn 1w ,777 are
some of the few words that are both masculine and feminine in terms of gender. Therefore, you
should know the gender of the words mentioned here.

The pattern to look for:
Feminine Nouns / Pronouns / Adjectives
7, — TR L ARIR IR0 002,973 TR, Also adjectives — 1R LAy 1310 ,M30p 71T

n final letter — n°72 ,ny7 ,NYp ,N20 ,n%7. Also in m2°no (see Standard 10) — ,nnga ,N272 0K
nin Ny ,nnTx  npnon. (Note: The final 71 or n of these words are NOT part of the wIi.)

Body parts that come in pairs — 72,737 ,7°V V23X K.

People or animals that are inherently female: 7iny ,X°7.

Name of places, the word "2°»" and "y9R".

Everything else can be assumed male unless it is a known exception.

Known exceptions: ¥/9] ,277 ,7%82 ,WX ,728 are feminine. 7777 ,n)» ,n°1 ,n°2 are masculine. ,777
Wy M0 M0 ,1iwY are considered both masculine and feminine.

Consortium of Jewish Day Schools 5 Chumash Decoding Skills Guide
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JSAT L8 Standard 03c: Student can identify if a plural (non-numeric) noun, pronoun, or
adjective is masculine or feminine.

In brief: While plural masculine nouns tend to end in 2°. and plural feminine nouns tend to end
in ni, this should not be used to determine if a plural noun is masculine or feminine as there are
plenty of exceptions. Instead, reduce the plural noun to its singular form and then determine
its gender. For example, the singular form of 2°1¥ is MY thus 2°1¥ is feminine despite its
masculine-looking suffix. Similarly, the word niny’ with a ni suffix looks feminine, but its
singular form "ay" is masculine. Thus, ninY is masculine.

For plural adjectives, the 2° and nj suffix can be relied upon to indicate gender as 2. is
masculine and ni is feminine. Thus, for example, the word 2°7173 comes from 73173 and is
masculine, whereas ni?173 comes from 772173 and is feminine. Likewise, 0°9? comes from 119> and
is masculine whereas ni? comes from 7197 and is feminine.

The pattern to look for:

Nouns (reduce to singular form): 2> > 71 = feminine. NinY > oY = masculine. N>72 > 1272
= feminine. N123% > 27 = masculine. 2°2371 > %37 = feminine.

Adjectives (look at suffix): o°. = masculine, ni = feminine. 0°717) = masculine, ni?i7) = feminine
etc.

Consortium of Jewish Day Schools 6 Chumash Decoding Skills Guide
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JSAT L8 Standard 03d: Student can identify if a number is masculine or feminine.

In brief: In terms of numbers, 7% and 0’1 are masculine whereas X and 2°AY are feminine.
For numbers 3-10, masculine numbers take a feminine form, and feminine numbers take a
masculine form. Meaning, masculine numbers end in ;7. whereas feminine numbers do not!
As such, Ty ,aywn ,n3ing ,avaw ,nvw ,awng ,nvanR ooy are all masculine but ,wng ,vaR woy
Ry YR ,a3inY ,vay WY are all feminine!

Note: Pay special attention to the number 8, 73in% is masculine, but 73i¥ is feminine.

For numbers 11-19, 7%y is masculine, and 77y is feminine. Thus, the number 15 (which is
essentially 10 + 5) is 2y 7wni in the masculine form. This is because 7wn1 is the masculine
form of the number five and 7%V is the masculine form of ten (when counting numbers above
ten). The feminine form is 7%y Wn as again ¥n is the feminine form of five and 7%y is the
feminine form of ten (for numbers above ten). Therefore, one should use the masculine form
when referring to masculine nouns (e.g. 2% 7Py 7¥»n) and the feminine form for feminine nouns
(e.g. m My vax). The word n¥n is feminine, and 7% is masculine. (See Standard 05.)

Note: Pay attention to the fact that for the masculine 2y fwn the 7 ending is used for the
single-digit number (7¢»1) and the non 77 ending is used for the number ten (7¢y). The same is
true in reverse for the feminine 77y wWng. The non 7 ending is used for the single-digit number
(wnn) and the 77 ending is used for the number ten (772¥). This happens in all numbers. For
example, to say 127 years (72p1=m¥) one would write 2% »awh 0wy nxn. However, to say
127 days (727 = 0*), one would say a%%? myaw) 2wy axn.

The pattern for numbers 1-2: 2°1%/70% = masculine and 2°AY/noX = feminine.

The pattern for masculine numbers 3-10 is ;7. at the end: 7% ,7wng ,nyaIR U0 000,708
Yy YR Ny nyw

The pattern for feminine numbers 3-10 is no 77, at the end: WY ,Ung ,vaIx WoU ,0ony ,nox
Wy ywn nnY vy

The pattern for masculine numbers 11-19: 7Y23X 70y 7U°% 0y o3 ,(Vy "pwy) oy 708
WY AW WY MY 9y ayaw vy awng vy

The pattern for feminine numbers 11-19:  v2% 70y WoU 0wy oony ,(770Y "pYy) m0y nox
APy YUn A0y VAW 1Y WY Lm0y W 1wy,

Consortium of Jewish Day Schools 7 Chumash Decoding Skills Guide
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JSAT L8 Standard 04: Student can determine the appropriate agreement form between a noun
or pronoun and its (non-numeric) modifier e.g. nNTT 7777/ 717 097 / NIV DO / DiTa LAN.

r LIL

In brief: A noun and its modifier (e.g. adjective) must agree in gender (masculine or feminine)
and number (singular or plural). For example, the word 0o (table) is singular and masculine.
Therefore, if we want to use an adjective to describe a J77¥, it too needs to be singular and
masculine. Thus, a nice 07 is a 792 177, whereas as a nice 77137 is a 17182 7711, Big horses are
29173 0°0%0 (since the word 0°910 is plural and masculine), whereas big cows are ni?i7T3 ning (as
the word ning is feminine and plural). The same is true of pronouns, meaning singular masculine
nouns take singular masculine pronouns and singular feminine nouns take singular feminine
pronouns, etc. Thus, about a man, we would say 0277 837, about a woman we would say 72217 K577,
for a group of men we would say 232217 237, and for a group of women we would say ninor 37 etc.

Note: The word 7] is used for to point out singular masculine nouns (777 ¥73) whereas NX7 is
used for singular feminine nouns (nX73 7203). For plural items, the word "%%" is used for both
masculine and feminine items. For people or items that are not present (third person), the terms
"man/on" is used for masculine nouns (e.g. 077 27%2), and "737" is used for feminine nouns (e.g.

unga D,;W y;w-u)'

The pattern to look for:

Singular masculine nouns or pronouns get singular masculine adjectives: ,Jup N2 ,7173 U°X
m73 03 ,WIn R, 1inw 25.

Singular feminine nouns get singular feminine adjectives: X7 .72 yx ,77i70 702,017 Y
NNTT MWD LY.

Plural masculine nouns get plural masculine adjectives (even if the plural noun ends in nj):

79X LTPRD DOWRD 00PN 0AR ,0°1pT 07 ,0°217) nAnRY 0o nn niianp ,o0aup 0O9aR L0021 0w
M01°32 9% ,07270

Plural feminine nouns get plural feminine adjectives (even if the plural noun ends in 2°.):

191 PITYIR AR NN IR i 13,0171 0y ,NiDIR 0 ,nia1 nina2 ,niviTa ning ,niaiv 0w

|
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JSAT L8 Standard 05: Student can determine the appropriate agreement form between a noun
and its numeric modifier e.g. 2°1¥ WYY/ NiaN TV /W8 TEN / TN LON.

In brief: The rules for this standard are essentially the same as the previous standard in that a
noun and its modifier must agree in gender. Remember from standard 03d that the numbers for
one and two are different in the masculine and feminine form (2°n¥/221% NOR/70X) and that
numbers 3-9 have the reverse endings for masculine and feminine numbers = YW ,12p3 = WHY)
(721. Therefore, if the 77in wishes to state “three years”, since 2°J¥ is feminine, its modifier needs
to be feminine (¢Y). If the 17in wishes to describe three months, it will write 2°%/75 2. Since
¥7h is masculine, its modifier needs to be masculine as well (772Y).

The same is true for numbers 11-19. It is @%@ "7y v2R" and 2% "y 7y2R". As explained
earlier, since the noun 0¥ is feminine, it takes the feminine number 7%y ¥a X, whereas since
o’ is masculine, it takes the masculine 9y 7y27X.

The pattern to look for:
Masculine nouns take masculine numbers:

YYD 00732 MY 000 AYw ,0°T0 AWW 0790 ARG 000 YRR NI AYtY nim? TN vR
DIV Py 7Y 00727 WY AW 000w Ty 003w 002213 Wy 70K 00903 1Py 0090

Feminine nouns take feminine numbers:

YYR ,NIvILR iy ,NIXIR AvaY ,nia oy ,ninin awng ,ninnR 28,000 UOY L NIOR aY NN TwR
DINSwn TRy 2R, nieR My WOU  nianon maby oaw NI sy nox L ninga by ooy

Multiples of ten are both masculine and feminine:
NP0 0Y2IR ,0°90) DY ,NIN02 20T ,0ing oWty 00y oy ,0on oy
axn» which is feminine always takes a feminine modifier:
Ninga NiXy 73R 00010 NiXY 7AW L0109 NiXD W ,2°19 NiXD W 200K NiXn WO 00w NiXn U
no8 which is masculine always takes a masculine modifier ("258/n%8):

7R NYW XY DR MWW ,TIY 00978 NWRG WK ODPR NWRT ,0°0RY DU09R NYRW  Ningwn 028 nyoy
.0°nn

Even with larger numbers, the single unit numbers are masculine or feminine depending
on the noun they modify:

1720 NON) 2w NN Y20 ,0°77) TON) DWRE NiND Y2079 22397 0y Ninpg 0w 0y
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JSAT L8 Standard 06: Student can translate the prefixes of 259) 7' when they appear with
nouns e.g. 027327 ,0°73.

In brief: This standard is very fundamental. See the pattern in the table below.

that

Egypt [akmKdalf from Egypt | oxnn like Egypt | oxn? the Egyptians | o»7xn3

to Egypt | omxunb and Egypt | o3m in Egypt [ahiat-}

The pattern: 2 = in/on/against, 7 = the, Y = and, ? = like, %= to, » = from, ¥ = that.

Important: In addition to the 7y>777 X"7, there is also another type of &"77 that can come before a
noun or a verb and it is called the "7o8w3 8"3" the 7 which indicates a question is being asked.
For example, in the following 7 1713 0R7RK WK P17 02728 Di2Y MR 0i2w) on? RN — p10D
noP — is talking to his brothers, and he asks them "ap7n8 WK 117 02228 0i2wa" — “Is there peace
to your old father that you have spoken about? ;7 31733 Is he still alive? The 77 on the word P33 is
a 7y°70 R"7, whereas the 77 on the words 0i?%s7 and 2371v:3 are a 798%a X" — the X" which
indicates a question. Usually, you can rely on context to recognize the difference between the
two.

Note: If there is a npe nvr under the 77 prefix it is undoubtedly a nRwa X"7. For example, i3
21X 1N 1s a statement (I am my brother’s keeper). However, *231X *nX w7 is a question (am [
my brother’s keeper? (See '0:'7 n*WR72 >"w1.)
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JSAT Level 8 — Chumash Decoding Skills Standards 1-19 CONSORTIUM

JEWISH DAY SCHOOLS

JSAT L8 Standard 07: Student can translate a combined or contracted prefix e.g. ¥°N[T) or
N33 (7+3 =23).

In brief: In addition to combining with one prefix letter, nouns can combine with two prefix
letters. For example, the word "vX7" has two prefix letters, the 1 which means “and” as well the
7 which means “the”. Thus, ¥°X7) means “and the man”.

It is also important to note that sometimes the prefix 7 (also known as the "ny>723 '7") can drop
and its 791 moves to the letter before it to make a contracted form of the word. This can occur in
the letters .1.2.5.2. For example, to say, “in the house”, one does not use the term "n>233", but
rather the contracted form of "n’22". Notice how the 7y°773 X" of the theoretical word "n>a73"
has dropped out and its 71 of 12 transferred to the prefix letter 2 before it. As such, there is a
difference between the words "n>232" and "n*22". The word "n’22" means “in the house” (a
specific house) whereas "n’22" means “in a house” (a non-specified house). The same is true of
other prefix letters. For example, "77%%" is the contracted form of "77%3%" and means “to the
field” whereas "77%5%" means “to a field”. "°¥%" means “to the city” whereas "1°y?" means “to a
city”.

Tip: If the first letter is a X)¥/, it is not a prefix that means “the”. See chart below.

The pattern to look for: Prefix letter + 7y>777 "7 = first letter with TIP3 7Y>T3 K",

like the city YD like the man | w»X® to the field | n7¥® in the house | n°22

like a city Y like a man UOR3 to a field | 770 inahouse | nma2
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JSAT L8 Standard 08: Student can translate a 72227 8''77 e.g. 722738% = to Egypt.

In brief: Although a 71, at the end of a word often indicates the word is feminine, the 77, can have
another function in that it acts as the letter 7 at the start of a word. Thus, f7?%% means “to
MX¥R”, 71170 = “to 17177, This X" which is known as the 7233 "7 (the directional X"7) can also
attach itself to common nouns. For example, 7¥7% = “to the ground” or 71119 means “to the
north”. Even words like "nyn5" and "np@" have a nnana X"7 attached to them.

When there is a X" at the start of the word, it translates as “to the”. For example, 710’27 means
“to the house” (and not “the house”), "n?aR3" means “to the tent” (and not “the tent”), etc.

Note: This 77 should not be confused with a X"77 with a dot in it (known as a X"71 p*2n). The 271
X"7 translates as “her” e.g. m¥X = her land, 70°2 = her house (see Standard 11a). As noted, this
should also not be confused with the regular 7 at the end of a word which indicates the noun is
feminine e.g. 72,7277 (Standard 03b).

The pattern to look for:

77 at the end of a word can equal » at the start of a word: 777%» = to 071%7, 7YX = to the
ground, 70’23 = to the house, 177R7 = to the tent.
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JSAT L8 Standard 09: Student can translate Hebrew numbers from 1-999,999 e.g. 2°72Y ;TN%
127 = 2.

In brief: The 77in does not have numerals to represent numbers but instead uses words.
Translating numbers simply requires adding up the value of the words. For example,
127 = (7) vay + (20) oy + (100) n8n = yay) oMy axn.

One thing to be aware of is that the word order is usually different in the 777in than those of
the numbers that you are used to using. Meaning, in the English numbering system, the first
number always has the highest value, and the following number is always lower, and so forth.
For example, in the number 14,276, the one is in the tens thousand unit column and has a value
of ten thousand, the next numeral four is in the thousand unit column and has a value of four
thousand. Each successive numeral has a value that is lower than the numeral before it. However,
when the 71710 writes numbers, it usually does not go in that order. For example, in the 109 of
TIY @vswwy war 7110 ), note how the lower number ¥ni which has a value of five comes before
the higher number of 2°%% which has a value of sixty. As such, care must be taken not to
translate the number 728 0°y2w) 7YY as 67,000 but rather as 76,000. In this case, the “tens of
thousands” appears AFTER the thousands.

The pattern to look for:

When translating large numbers, beware that sometimes the lower unit values come before
the higher ones. Thus, for example, the number 798 2°v2v WY is not 67,000 but rather 76,000.
N9R WM Y2 is 54,000 not 45,000.
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JSAT L8 Standard 10: Student can translate two nouns that appear n12°2932 e.g. = 77972 n°3
Y90 DY 23, oY VY DINT = HOY° N,

In brief: There is no word "?¥" in the 1. The word "2¢" means “of” or “belonging to”. To
accomplish this meaning, the ¥»i simply places two nouns next to each other and the idea of
"9w" is understood. This is known as n12°19 (7320 = next to, i.e. the two nouns are placed next to
each other). For example, if the 717in wishes to talk about “the hand of Yh”, i.e. nYh W 7, it
will simply write "7 72" which translates as “the hand of fyh”.

Note: Some changes take place to the first word in n1>%9. For example, the feminine 71, ending
gets converted to a n (e.g. TWh ¥ 172720 = 7W¥h n2732). For plural nouns ending in °., the a drops
and the °7°11 before the final > is replaced with a *°% (e.g. X %W 0°123 = %877 °32). The ni
however, does not change in N>79. (In general, the 71 often becomes “shorter” in N>y, e.g.
the two °¥7np in the word 71272 disappear and become n373.)

Note: In N30 the “definiteness”™ of the phrase (i.e. the concept of “the”) depends on the 7291
(the second word). Thus, if we are talking about a specific person or thing, the whole phrase is
definite wheres if the second word is not definite (i.e. no 7¥°773 ') then the whole phrase is not
definite. For example, 7¢h 70 = “the hand of 7Yk, Since nYh is a specific person, the translation
of the word 7 is also specific (the hand). Also, 3y7 n2niy = “the garment of his friend” since
1y7 is a specific person, therefore, the word n9» is translated with definiteness (the garment).
However, ¥R 27 translates as “a heart of a man” since U°X is not definite. Therefore 25 is not
translated as definite either. (However, &% 22 would translate as “the heart of the man™.)

The pattern to look for:
Two nouns next to each other translate as “of”. This is known as n1>°%g.

aw'a YY 2ipa > owa 2ip = “the voice of owWa”, nwa YW oxyn > n7tvn 3y = “the trees of the field”,
YR DY 22 > ¥R 27 = “a heart of a man”.

If the first noun ends in 7 _, the 77 will turn into a n.

2Py DY 12720 > 2Py N2 = “the blessing of 2Py, 1y DY avniya > 1y nony = “the garment of
his friend”, A7ia 2¥ mma > 777 non = “the animal of the field”, aya ¥ 77inT> owa n1in = “the
77in of owa”.

If the first noun is plural and ends in 2°. (even if it is feminine), the 2 will drop off, and a
»7°% will go under the letter before the °.

™0 Y D03 > 10 3w = “the years of his life”, 2py> W 0°7320 > 2Py °732 = “the clothing of 2Py,
ORI PW 0327 > 9RI 012 = “the children of 28707, qwh YY oon > quh »> = days of darkness,
DRV DY WK > 002U IR = “the people of DY

If the first noun is plural and ends in nj, the nj will not drop in ni>"»g.

M07% DY ni120 > 099% ni1a = “the daughters of Tm9YY". YR DY ninga > YR niny = “the
names of 2%, 117 7Y ningynd > N7 ningyn “the battles of 1177,
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CONSORTIUM.f
JEWISH DAY SCHOOLS

JSAT L8 Standard 11a: Student can translate singular nouns attached to a possessive suffix
e.8. TIHTTS’T

Important: It cannot be emphasized enough that this standard is extremely important as it
is the key to understanding nearly all the other word forms and suffixes that will follow.
The chart below demonstrates how singular nouns combine with suffixes to indicate possession
(my hand, your hand, etc.).

in 15 person (m.s. / fS) my hand N & ’]7W 7 1
. (m S.) your hand 7 &« =|5W 7: 2
Referring to in 2nd person
I f.s. our hand 17 —oui
APm /T (£s.) y MmO €| T 3
(m.s.) his hand 7 €« oy T 4
in 3" person
(fS) her hand a7 €« n‘zw -{: 5
in 1% person (m.p./fp.) our hand ny | € NPy T 6
Referring to (m-p.) your hand o7 &« DDW] 7 i
two or more in 2" person
people (f:p.) your hand Y | € 90 T 8
niaa/ o
(m.p.) theirhand | o7 | € | opww T | .9
in 3" person
(fp.) theirhand | 1 | € | gy | .10
m. = masculine (1;)1)» f = feminine (-_@PJ), S. = Singular (T(Tﬂ?/'{’ﬂZ), p.-= p]ural (]ﬁ:j_/ns:n)
First person = my (s.) or our (p.). Second person = your. Third person = his/her/their.

The pattern to look for: You must be able to translate the suffixes on these words
accurately. In addition, you should know precisely who each suffix is referring to (77> =
your hand, i.e., one man who is present and not the speaker — i.e. 2" person masculine
singular).

Singular nouns that don’tend in 77, : 17

T 7 )

DT T BT, UL AT IR

Singular nouns thatend in 77 _ :
102732 ,80272

0972 820272 00972 ,A0P72 . 10972 70772 70902 02

(Note: The second pattern is the same as the first except that the ;7 has turned to a n due to
mome.)
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JSAT L8 Standard 11b: Student can translate plural nouns attached to a possessive suffix e.g.
227 , T T

In brief: This is essentially the same idea as the previous standard except that it refers to
plural nouns. For example, how does one say in Hebrew, “my hands”, “your hands”, or
“our hands”, etc.? Referring to our previous example, you might think to say "%% 0°723" or
"9 073" etc. But as we know already, the word 7% does not exist in the wW»r. The answer is,
again we do N1>mY. As we have seen in Standard 10, when plural nouns end in 2., in N> the 0
drops off. As such, "77W 0°723" becomes "7°7>", and "AY 2°1°7" becomes "7" etc. Or in other
words, to indicate possession of a plural noun, the ni>>»® plural form is used. This means a
v is added between the noun and its suffix to indicate the plural noun. See the chart below:

in 1% person (m.s./fs.) my hands N €« T 1
Referring to - ~nd (m.s.) your hands ™ € m 2
in 2"¢ person
one person f.s. our hands 7970 &« s 3
nzsns / m ( ) y -I 4T -l..f
(m.s.) his hands P € 7 4
in 3" person
(fis)) her hands »Y | € a7 5
in 1% person (m.p./fp.) our hands wp | € N7 6
Referring to (m.p.) your hands | oy | € asT 7
two or more in 2" person
people (fp.) your hands | 1o | € 1?7 8
nian/om
(m.p.) their hands | o | € aT 9
in 3" person
(fp.) their hands | 17 | € 7 10
m. = masculine (12}), f = feminine (72p]), s. = singular (77°7/7°7?), p. = plural (ni27/2°27).
First person = my (s.) or our (p.). Second person = your. Third person = his/her/their.

The pattern to look for: You must be able to translate the suffixes on these words
accurately. In addition, you should know precisely who each suffix is referring to (7072 =
your hands, i.e., one woman who is present and not the speaker — i.e. 2" person feminine
singular).

Plural nouns that end in 2°: 17°T7) 07>, 19°7 ,02°T, T, PPN O

Plural nouns that end in n: ,03°01372 ,31°01072 ,7°01272 ,1901372 , 7701072 ,7°01972 ,°0i072
17901072 ,07°01072 ,712901072.

|
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JSAT L8 Standard 12: Student can translate prepositions attached to a pronominal suffix e.g.
202 ,00008 , 72,02,

In brief: A preposition is sometimes referred to as a “connecting word” (WW/p n?»). For
example, words like 1,733 ,n0R ,1°2 ,%¥ etc. Even a single prefix letter can function as a
preposition in Hebrew e.g. 3 ,2.,% ,» etc.

In Hebrew, prepositions can combine with suffixes just like they do with nouns. For example, the
word *nin (under me) is a preposition (NoA) combined with the suffix of °. which means “me”. In
Hebrew, prepositions and suffixes can combine even without a "w%". For example, the word
"n72" is a preposition "2" (in) and the suffix "a3" (you) to give it the meaning of “in them”. Here
again, we have person (third person), gender (male), and number (plural).

—Basic prepositional form Rlnkss 132 ay 5
—Translation value L after between | with to
1* person (m.s. /fs.) me "X 3 ny RN |
Referring to |, (m.s.) you | g% 3 Ty | T | 2
one person 2" person = — = '
371 /T (fs') you -[’j-ng -I;’: -V.;y -I? '3
R e (m.s.) him | pqgx iy my | b | 4
person :
1% person m.p. / f.p. us 7 N 172 17 )
Referring to p (m.p. /£p.) MO P2 Y F, 6
twoormore | ond pargon (m.p.) you 00N 0212 aony | oy | .7
people (fp) you Dﬂjnx ]3515: 137,357 Dl? .8
iR (m.p.) them | opgx | oprz | omwy | o772 | 9
person
(fp.) them | ypagx | yewrz | ey | yge |10
m. = masculine (12}), f = feminine (72p1), s. = singular (77°7%/7°7?), p. = plural (ni27/2°27).
First person = my (s.) or our (p.). Second person = your. Third person = his/her/their.

If you noticed, some prepositions take the singular noun form with no > before the suffix e.g. 029,
while other prepositions use the plural noun form with a > before the suffix e.g. 23°21x. For
prepositions, the meaning is the same either way.

The pattern to look for: preposition + pronominal suffix (singular form): — iy 72y ,302y ,»y
TRy ,00RY 120V ,091Y Y ARy

The pattern to look for: preposition + pronominal suffix (plural form): — 730K , 7508 908
TPI0RLTIION L 120008 , 097008 100K L, 10N,

|
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CONSORTIUM.f
JEWISH DAY SCHOOLS

JSAT L8 Standard 13: Student can translate a v3/52 verb in the past tense e.g. ;7MWY , ¢

NIDY

A verb is a word that describes “action” (e.g. jumped, wrote, loved, etc.). The W% of .5.3.0 in
Hebrew is related to “work™ or “action”. As such, it was chosen by early grammarians to
describe a verb. A ®ps/%p verb (unlike other verb forms) does not require any extra letters (aside
from the standard prefixes or suffixes) when describing the action. Examples of 7y8/%2 verbs

include words like RXx>

TT )

nRY 720 . ynY Y R 103,y ete. These are all examples of “past

tense” 9y9/9p verbs where the action was done by a singular 3™ person male in the past e.g. % =
“he said” (see standard 14 for future tense verbs). The letters of the W% can combine with other
suffix letters to indicate who completed the action.

In brief: A Yp3/>p past tense verb (e.g. "»%), combines with a suffix to indicate the person
who has completed the action (e.g. W + %18 = spRw).

Referring in 1% person (m.s. / f.S.) I watched ’1'11?_327 &« R + Y 1
to one ond (m. s.) you watched Y € | anax+ oy 2
person | 10 2% person —— .
- (f's.) you watched Y € | nx+nv 3
- ) m.s. he watched Y € | x4y 4

arm, in 3" person (ms.) = =
(fs.) she watched Al € | wn+ny 5

Referring | in 1% person (m.p./fp.) we watched MY € un+tmY| .6

totwoor | o (m.p.) you watched ap Y | € | anx+ Y | 7
more in 2" person — : -
people (f.p.) you watched Y € | IR+ Y 8
/o - (m.p.) they watched L ialal7 € | op+my 9

s in erson
M P (f.p.) they watched Ymy | € | oy | .10
m. = masculine (12}), f = feminine (72p]), s. = singular (77°7/7°7), p. = plural (ni27/2°27).
First person =1 (s.) we (p.). Second person = you. Third person = they.

Note: Notice how numbers 9-10 are the same in the table above ("7nY).

The pattern to look for — .9.%2.% (watch/guard): X7 7Y X377 ,070% A ,00Y 7AR R0 718

Y 1T ,NY 07,1000 1A ,0000Y ank 100 1R ,anY. (This is a sample of 27w — all letters
of the W% are present and pronounced.)

The pattern to look for — .».5.w (place/put): 7R ,72Y X7 ,00 X7 .00 AR 00l 7oK, I8
MY 17 ,m o7 ,ann 1pR ,amn onk . (This is an example of where the middle letter of the
YW is a °. Notice how the middle letter (*) drops, but the overall pattern remains the same.)

The pattern to look for — .77.2.p (acquire/make): MR ,ADIR 7P K37 ,021p AR ,D°1R AAK NI "IN
MNP 137 ,01p 07 ,10°1P 1AK ,an1p ank L1171, (This is an example of where the third letter of the ¥ is
a 1. The 7 mostly turns into a >. Again, the overall pattern remains the same.)
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JSAT L8 Standard 14: Student can translate a Yy5/52 verb in the future tense e.g. Y227 ,Y2UN.

In brief: To indicate future tense, either an n,> ,& or 1 (also known as 10°X ni*NiX) are placed
before the ¥ according to the following pattern.

Referring | in 1% person (m.s./fs.) I will watch YN €« "IN 1
toone | . (m.s.) you will watch Sy €« 0% 2
person | 102" person - '

i (fs.) you will watch YD €« nx 3
- 139 verson (m.s.) he will watch s €« X197 4
P (fs.) she will watch | amyn | € - 5

Referring | in 1% person (m.p./fp.) we will watch plalrp €« NI .6

to two or 3 -
more i pnd (m.p.) you will watch | »mun | € onx i

erson
people P (fp.) you will watch | mphun | € R 8
/am . 3nd (m.p.) they will watch | s | € s 9
nia in 3" person . -
f.p. they will watch | m3hwn | € b 10
P y 12%
m. = masculine (73}), f = feminine (72p]), s. = singular (77°7/7°m), p. = plural (ni27/0°27).
First person =1 (s.) we (p.). Second person = you. Third person = they.
p p p y p y

Note: Notice how the same word 7»%n is used both for A% and X°77. Also, the same word 737hwn
is used for 1% and 17. Also, it is worth noting that the suffix 11 has the same translation value as 3
(e.g. MYR = PMYn).

The pattern to look for — .a.».w (watch/guard): X7 ,70%" X371 ,°7W0 X ,10%0 AR ,IHUR "I
TIRYR 17 ,MY 07 ,TI0RYR 1R ,INRWA 0RX IR 1M ,1awn. (This is a sample of 2y — all
letters of the W% are present and pronounced.)

The pattern to look for — .5.5.1 (acquire/make): 7IX ,250 R*7,787 X377 ,°750 AN ,750 AR 78K "IN
71750 13,9990 07 ,71950 108 L1790 onR 981, (This is an example where the first letter of the W% is a
1. Notice how the 1 tends to drop off. — See Standard 02.)

The pattern to look for: — .1m.p.% (took): ,mp1 MM ,ARPA X7 ,0RY X7 ,°0PA DX ,NRA 70K 1PN "IN
TIRR 17 NP XA ,730RR 198 PR oaR. (Notice how for the ¥ of .n.p.5 the % drops off in the
future tense. — See Standard 02.)

|
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JSAT L8 Standard 15a: Student can translate a word that has a 71973 "1 from 70y to N2y.

In brief: As indicated in the previous standard, the prefix letters .2.n.>.X make a verb future tense.
However, if the future tense letters .1.n.” are preceded by 1 and the .1.n.> contain a %37, or if a )
precedes the future tense X, then the " reverses the future tense verb to past tense. The is known
as a 12y? 7nyn 71933 . For example, 7283 = he will say, 2nx8% = (and) he said. 108 = I will give,
198) = (and) I gave). (Also, » with no %37 in the ", e.g. *7> = it shall be, *7%1 = (and) it was.)

Note: Since there are only four possible future tense prefix letters (j0°X) therefore a 71973 "1 from
0¥ to 72y can only come before those four letters like this: m1,31,(7) ,1 ,X).

: (and) I o T will -
I s,/ f.s. YR .
in I® person | (m.s./f.s.) watched ¥) watch € | qhun 1
. (and) you oo you will -
Referring (m. s.) MM € | Whn 2
. ~nd watched watch '
toone | ip 2" person (and) -
person £ and) you S you wi i
/T (f:s) watched R watch €| wyn | 3
(m.s.) (and) he — hewill | & | 0| 4
. apd watched watch ’
in 3" person (and) you he will
fs. Tgm | SheW! nr
(f:s) watched T watch €| hyn S
) (and) we o we will
1 p./fp. NhYN v .
in 1% person | (m.p. /£.p.) watched o watch € e 6
Referring (and) you . you will )
.p. Eimlalv7ighi ’ :
totwoor | (m.p.) watched T watch €| reyn |7
more in 2"¢ person (and) you -
people (fp.) 4 ahinlal7dghi youwl € | mhvn| .8
/ o watched watch T
ix d) th i
nian (m.p.) (and) they S they will | & ———
- ard watched watch
in 3" person i = 0
and they - ey wi -
(fp.) watched Y watch € | mnpyn |10
m. = masculine (12}), f = feminine (72p]), s. = singular (77°7/7°7), p. = plural (ni27/0°27).
First person = I (s.) we (p.). Second person = you. Third person = they.

The pattern to look for: The prefix letters *), 31, (1) ), or X) reverses a future tense verb to a past
tense verb.
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JSAT L8 Standard 15b: Student can translate a word that has a 7577 " from 932 to 7°n.
In brief: A " that is a prefix letter to a past tense verb will usually make it future tense.

Note: Sometimes you will need to rely on context to decide if it is a 7ny? 22yn ME73 Y or a
regular 712173 "1 (a connecting V).

. and) |
in 1% person | (m.s./fs.) .( : mwYy | Iwatched | € | mv | .1
will watch o :
and) you
Referring (m. s.) ( ) )Y nYy | you watched | € | p vy | .2
toone | iy ond will watch | = °7° T
in 2" person
d) you
person fs. (an I h € | "My
/7m (£s.) will watch | 7 1°¥1 | you watched i 3
arm and) he
(m.s.) vsfill vaa tch miala! he watched | € | v | 4
in 3" person
(and) she , .
(f.s.) ) 7Yy | she watched | € | oy | .5
will watch T e
. (and) we
in 1% person | (m.p./fp. ) 1Y € | v | .
p (m.p./fp.) will watch | WYY | we watched mnY | .6
Referri and) you . .
o o (m.p.) \Evill \?thch onw | you watched | € | onyow | .7
more | 10 2™ person (and) you
r;e;r;:e (fp.) will watch | 19729 | you watched | € | gy | .8
o and) the
m (m.p.) \(Nill iva tci Yy | they watched | € | 1y | .9
in 3" person
(and) they . .
(f.p.) will watch 1Yy | they watched | € | »ny |10
m. = masculine (737), f = feminine (72p1), s. = singular (77°1°/7°1m), p. = plural (ni27/0°27).
First person = I (s.) we (p.). Second person = you. Third person = they.
it shall be = mm was = 17 . D772R TAY 7Y 0 TRTTNN TV KPR
(and) you shall take = nmp you took = nnip? .12 WX DIRY 720 CNT2ITIRY TXIRTOR 03
and you shall do=op@wy1 | you have done = ap’iyy ...ONIN apvy 11210 e

The pattern to look for: A " before a past tense verb will usually make it future tense.
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JSAT L8 Standard 16: Student can translate a Yv5/52 verb in the present tense e.g. /M 87

MY

In brief: There are only four forms for active present tense verbs (an active verb is a verb where
someone or something is doing an action.) For example, for the ¥ of .7.%2.w the four active
forms are NiIRIW @0 RIY ,NRIY R

Referring in 1% person (m.s./f.s.) I am watching v € | 1
toone | i ond peron (m. s.) you are watching niv € | x| 2
person (f.s.) you are watching npiv € | nx 3
/T . ard (m.s.) he is watching Y € | xn; 4

a7 in 3" person : : —

T (fs.) she is watching npiv € | X7 5
Referring in 1% person (m.p./fp.) we are watching oY € | | .6
totwoor | . . (m.p.) you are watching Y € | onx | 7

more mn 21'1 person . . e
people (f.p.) you are watching nivpiv € | R 8
/o1 o (m.p.) they are watching oMY € | o7 9
nian in 3" person . .
(fp.) they are watching nivpiv € A
m. = masculine (73}), f = feminine (72p]), s. = singular (77°7/7°m), p. = plural (ni27/0°27).
First person =1 (s.) we (p.). Second person = you. Third person = they.

Note: Present tense active verbs can be nouns as well. For example, niaqix ,0ow9iw ,nniv 2w ete.

There are also four forms for passive verbs (where someone or something is receiving an action),
but they are slightly different. The four forms are ny= Y 299w 7Y MW,

Referring in 1% person (m.s./fs.) I am guarded Y € | X 1
foone | i ond percon (m.s.) you are guarded Y € | R 2
person (fs.) you are guarded oy € | mx 3
/T o ard (m.s.) he is guarded Y € | xn; 4

arm in 3" person : .

s (fs.) she is guarded 7Y € | X7 5
Referring in 1% person (m.p./fp.) we are guarded QMY € | 6
totwoor | . (m.p.) you are guarded alnElalv/j € | onx 7

more in 2"¢ person —
people (f.p.) you are guarded nimny € | R 8
/o3 o (m.p.) they are guarded alnElalvj € | oo 9
nin in 3" person —
(fp.) they are guarded ninmy € mo| .10
m. = masculine (73}), f = feminine (72p]), s. = singular (77°7/7°m), p. = plural (ni27/0°27).
First person =1 (s.) we (p.). Second person = you. Third person = they.
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The pattern to look for: nianiw ,2%9%iw ,n9niw , %W indicate active present tense verbs
whereas nimInw 29w 79w 9w indicate passive present tense verbs.

JSAT L8 Standard 17: Student can translate a 533/52 verb in the form of a command (*13) e.g.
714

In brief: A direct command (*1%) can only be given in the second person (as you can’t issue
a direct command to yourself (first person) or to someone who is not present (third person)). As
such, there are only four possible forms of a direct command a) to a single male who is
present, b) to a single female who is present, ¢) to a group of males who are present or d) to a
group of females who are present. The four forms for a 1% are: 739w W SR WY,

Referring -
to one i ond (m.s.) Guard! pialj € pafohs 1
person erson
/T P (£s.) Guard! wy | € | nx 2
arm
Referring
to two or . (m.p.) Guard! MY € anx 3
more in 2"
people person
/o7 (fp.) Guard! PrRtalij <« AR 4
nian
m. = masculine (12}), f = feminine (72p]), s. = singular (77°7/7°17?), p. = plural (ni27/2°27).
Second person = you.

Note: oW like .i.p.% or .2.5.77 or X.¥.> tend to lose a letter in »1%. For example, .1.p.% > !np,
200>, RO > RY, QWS > Ay,

Note: Often, the second person masculine form will have a 77 _ suffix added to it. For example,
often you will find instead of 151 > 179%, np > anp, 72 > 129, 19 > M0 etc.

The pattern to look for: The four forms of 1% (a direct second person command) are:

TPV W T
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JSAT L8 Standard 18: Student can translate a >y3/57 verb in the form of an infinitive (777)
e.g. nov»/(v7n) ¥7

In brief: The ip7 is a verb that describes an action, however it does not have time, person,
number or gender associated with it e.g. 2.w» or *n7PD TH5.

In general, all verbs have time, action, person, number, and gender associated with them. For
example, "n7nY" means, “you guarded”. This single word has time (past), action (guarded),
person (second person), number (singular) and gender (feminine). Another example, " ny?"
means “they will guard”. Again, we have time (future), action (guard), person (third person),
number (plural) and gender (masculine). The ip» however, lacks time, person, number or
gender. For example, the word "75%" simply refers to the act of “eating” as in "728n H58". It does
not indicate who is doing the eating or when. Similarly, "2h%%" means “to guard”, it is non-
inherent in the verb when the guarding is to take place and by whom.

There are two types of infinitives a) absolute (0712 7ipn) and b) one in a state of M2y ( 7ipn
03).

vome 1P — This type of infinitive stands by itself, is usually followed by another verb from the
same ¥ and adds emphasis. For example, 7°072% 5% ,230% 292 ,v70 »7° ,0nn nin ,2o8A 9oN.
(Sometimes it is translated as “you surely will” e.g. n1n nin — you will surely die, '7 79 799
0ony — owg will surely remember you.) The vnn 2ipn is identifiable by a ynp under the first
letter of the ¥ and a 0%in on the second letter.

Another function of the v 1Py is to serve as a "18. For example, n2wa oP-n& 2321. Note how

the word 7127 is not spelled like the 7% form which would be "9i21". Rather, 9157 means “be in a
constant state of remembering”. (See '1:'> ninY >"w1.)

Note: The v7mn Tipn does not take a 0,2,3,2 prefix letter.

"3 7ip» — The 03 1Py is similar to the w9 7iPR in that it does not have person, number or
gender, however, it can take a 0,7,2,2 prefix. On its own, a *103 7ipn is usually identifiable when it
has a X)¥ under the first letter of the W1t and a 0%in under the second letter of the w9, For
example, 22 ,nix7? (but also Nivy? or IhNRY).

The pattern to look for: 9i?» = a verb that does not have time, person, number, or gender
associated with it. It describes an action in the abstract.

vhm» 1ipn — A 1P in the absolute state. This form is usually identifiable by a y»p under the first
letter of the ¥ and 0%in under the second letter of the w. A word with the same w1 is
usually repeated after it e.g. 370 =51 ,23Wx 23w ,v70 P77 ,N1R nin ,2oKn 958, Can also function
as a "1y, e.g. Naw7 oi> n¥ 1997, (Not to be confused with the *11¥ form, i.e. 7i27.)

113 1ip» — Similar to a vonn 2iPR but in N1>°MY form. It can take a 0,%,,1 prefix or combine with
pronominal suffixes. Usually has a X)¢/ under the first letter of the ¥ % and a 0%in under the
second letter. Examples include, 2172 ,nik7 but also hx5.
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JSAT L8 Standard 19: Student can translate a >v3/5 verb attached to a pronominal suffix e.g.
MR ,ATRV2 T

In brief: Until this point, we have seen how nouns combine with pronominal suffixes (e.g. ,’7?
37 etc.) as do prepositions (AR %Y etc.). At times, the 771 will combine pronominal suffixes
with verbs to form verbal nouns. Since you already know these suffixes, these words should be
easy to translate. All types of verbs including past tense, future tense, present tense, "11¥, 7ipn and
a verb with a 79977 "1 can combine with pronominal suffixes.

(Note: First person singular suffixes are usually in the °] form. See first row below.)

I o
L) 5 ; :
person (m.s./f.s.) He will kill me NP | €| onik |+ A" |
Referring y (m.s.) [ have given you 70y | € | anix |+ | cany | .2
to one 2 :
person
p/e_r:;n (fis.) I have taken you TONR? | € | Anix |+ | oAnph | 3
arm . —
30 (m.s.) take him upn | € | inix |+ | npn | 4
person ]
(fs.) you should make her Jvyn | € | ApiR |+ | opyn | 5
18 .
person (m.p./ fp.) and he sent us nIoYN | € | anix |+ | v | .6
Referring
totwoor | o (m.p.) when you wentout | 2pnX¥2 | € | Dany | + | nx¥3 | 7
more person
people (fp.) I redeemed you RN | € |0y [+ | onvxy | .8
/o
niad 300 (m.p.) he took them anp | € |onix |+ | mpn | .9
person ‘
(fp.) those who purchase them | 371> | € | ik | + | mip [.10
m. = masculine (73}), f = feminine (72p]), s. = singular (77°7/7°m), p. = plural (ni27/0°27).
First person =1 (s.) we (p.). Second person = you. Third person = they.

The pattern to look for: Nearly every type of verb can combine with a pronominal suffix to
form a “verbal noun”. For example, °1072 = bless me, 7°nnp? = “I took you”, 1rynw = “T heard
you”, 02X122 = when you come, 725%2 = when you lay down, anq¥p1 = and you shall tie them
etc.

Consortium of Jewish Day Schools 25 Chumash Decoding Skills Guide



For more JSAT resources please visit our website cojd.org

JSAT Level 8 Standards »
JSAT Level 8 Sample Test »
JSAT Level 8 Skills Review — Online Courses »
JSAT Level 8 — Hebrew Section Practice Units »

School adminstrators please consider our other JSAT Exams
JSAT Level 7 Exam »
JSAT Level S Exam »

JAT Level 5 — Standards, Sample Questions, and Reports »

Our standardized exams have been taken by thousands of students.

Get detailed Judaic Studies data about your students today!

frnJT N> ﬂi'l‘l:‘ib 11X

CONSORTIUM¢f
JEWISH DAY SCHOOLS




